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Message from the CEO Designate 
Welcome to our June newsletter. 
  
Your team is working at a frenetic pace to establish our CRC. A number of governance and 
advisory boards are being established and some initial short-term appointments are being 
created to assist in this important phase of the CRC.  
 
The Team has secured temporary office space at UniSA’s City West Campus at no cost to 
the CRC; it will operate from there until we move into Lot Fourteen adjacent to the Space  
Agency. We are grateful to UniSA for making this space available and for providing us with 
a line of credit to enable us to operate until the Commonwealth releases the funding. 
  
The Commonwealth and Participants Agreements have just been released for review by our partners; I wish to thank   
Andrew Beveridge for his leadership in this important activity. 
 
Others activities include the establishment of our advisory boards, the Diversity & Inclusion Committee and the Education 
‘College’ as well as the development of our strategic plan,  the Technology Roadmap, and our Research Capability Map. 
 
Thank you to everyone for the wonderful collaborative spirit which, I am sure, will ensure that the SmartSat CRC will make a 
big contribution to building our space industry and transforming Australia into a high-tech nation! 
 
 

Our People 

As we move forward we are building a management and admin team through mostly short-term and seconded posi-
tions to help us ensure that we accelerate our establishment. 
 

 Ms Emily White has been seconded into the Executive Assistant role to support the CEO-Designate; 

 Mr Andrew Beveridge has been seconded into the Acting COO role until the end of the year 
 Appointment of a Senior Project Officer on a short contact (6 months) to assist in the establishment 

phase will shortly be advertised; Ms Helen Loudis and Ms Aggie Wojtysiak are currently job-sharing 
this role on a temporary basis; 

 Ms Julia Mitchell is assisting in the definition of some external research project opportunities; 

 Mr Nicola Sasanelli has been seconded from SA Government at 3days per week at a reduced financial 
compensation to the SA government to assist in the Communications and Outreach role; 

 Mr Peter Kerr has been seconded from DST at ½ time to assume the role of Sector Director 
(Defence). This appointment has been made as additional in-kind contribution; 

 
We welcome our colleagues into our team! 



 

 SMARTSAT CRC NEWSLETTER: ISSUE 7: JUNE 2019                                                                                                                                               3 

Our Executive Team  
 
Dr Peter Woodgate, Board Chair, SmartSat CRC  

Peter served as CEO of the Australia and New Zealand Cooperative Research Centre for Spatial  
Information (CRCSI) from June 2003 to December 2017. In this capacity he oversighted the  
establishment and management of 43pl, Australia’s spatial industry innovation cluster, through 
which over 100 companies were able to partner in the activities of the CRCSI. He has also held senior 
positions with the Victorian Government and RMIT University. 
As Co-Chair for the Australian Government’s Space Cross-Sectoral Interest Group (part of the  
structure of Australia’s Critical Infrastructure Advisory Council and its Trusted Information Sharing  

Network) he is helping undertake the analysis of Australia’s dependence on space assets and its contributing to the  
nation's next Critical Infrastructure Resilience Strategy. He is also the Co-Chair of the Leadership Group of the 2026  
Spatial Industry Growth and Transformation Agenda which sets out the road map for the entire spatial industry  
including the next steps in its engagement with the space industry. 
 
Professor Andy Koronios, CEO Designate, SmartSat CRC  

Previously Andy held the positions of Dean: Industry & Enterprise and Head of the School of   
Information Technology & Mathematical Sciences, at UniSA.   
Andy holds academic qualifications in Electrical Engineering, Computing and education and a PhD 
from the University of Queensland. Andy has extensive experience in both commercial and academic 
environments and his research areas include information quality, data management & governance, 
analytics and the strategic exploitation of information. Andy has established two University Research 
Labs and a funded Research Centre and was the Research Program Leader for System Integration & 
Interoperability in the CIEAM CRC.  He has worked both as a consultant as well as a professional 

speaker on IT issues in Australia and South East Asia and has over twenty five years’ experience in the academic  
environment. He is a Fellow of the Australian Computer Society, and a Founding Fellow of the International Institute of 
Engineering Asset Management, Editor-In-Chief of the International Journal of Information Quality. He was recently 
been honoured as a Distinguished Speaker of the ACM.  
 
Mr Peter Nikoloff, Industry Director, SmartSat CRC  

Pete Nikoloff is an Executive Director and Co-founder of Nova Systems and Senior Weapons System  
Engineer. He obtained an Aeronautical Engineer degree from RMIT in 1986 and has 30 years’ experience  
supporting Defence and Space projects. Pete’s Woomera Test Range experience includes supporting the  
recent upgrade and operations for both military weapon systems and launch operations. Space is one of 
Nova’s fastest growing areas supporting Defence’s Military Satcom, Geospatial Information Systems and 
Satellite Ground Stations. Nova’s business has grown from 2 to about 600 staff since it was established in 
2000 and has been awarded one of Australia’s most innovative companies for the last 5 years. 

Pete is a strong advocate for growing a strong space industry in Australia and is a Director of the Space Industry  
Association of Australia, member of the South Australian Space Advisory Council and is the Industry member of the 
SmartSat Cooperative Research Centre bid executive. Pete was a member of team bringing the International  
Astronautical Congress to Adelaide in 2017 which was a significant catalyst for the establishment of the Space Agency. 
 
Mr Andrew Beveridge, Acting Chief Operating Officer, SmartSat CRC 

Andrew’s substantive role is as the Manager: Research Grants and Contracts, with the UniSA’s Office 
of Research and Innovation Services.  He has extensive knowledge of external funding sources with 
significant experience in supporting the pre and post award management of research grants and  
major research initiatives.  As part of this work Andrew has had oversight of UniSA’s CRC portfolio, of 
some 12 CRCs, and has been a member of the SmartSat Executive Management Team for the  
duration of the bid process and establishment phase.  He has supported several CRC bids over recent 
years and, prior to re-joining UniSA in 2015, spent 8 years as a Program Leader with CRC CARE. 

In addition to his SmartSat duties, Andrew is currently Co-Chair of the Australasian Research Management Society 2019 
Conference, and spends his weekends split between renovating and coaching his son’s U8 football teams. 
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Workshops 

 

Research Program 1: Advanced Communications, Connectivity and IoT Technologies and  
Research Program 2: Advanced Satellite Systems, Sensors and Intelligence - 21 June, Macquarie University 
Research Program 3: Next Generation Earth Observation Data Services - 24 May, University of Queensland 

A number of successful workshops have already been held 
to further our research agenda and begin the process of  
development.  
 
Programs 1,2 & 3 held workshops in Brisbane (thank you to 
UQ for hosting the P3 workshop!) and in Sydney (thank you 
to Macquarie University!).  
 
Led by Eva Rodriguez, FrontierSI, in collaboration with  
Research Program Directors, Gottfried Lechner (RP1),  
Russell Boyce (RP2) and Stuart Phinn (RP3), the workshops 
presented an excellent opportunity to further refine and 
validate the Activities and Outcomes of the three Programs.  
 
Participants were provided with an update of SmartSat CRC, 
with applications-focused group activities. The fast-paced 
workshops enabled participants to have their say on the 
proposed Research Programs. A mix of individual activities,  
executed through online polling, and group work in teams, 
facilitated exchange of opinions and ideas through robust 
discussion. 
 
Networking opportunities created the supportive environ-
ment to enable participants to begin exploring potential op-
portunities for collaboration. 

RP3 Program Director: Stuart Phinn, UQ 

RP2 Guest presenter: Milica Symul, InSpace, ANU 

RP1 Guest presenter: Courtney Bright, Mission Control Lead, UNSW 

Research and Innovation Matters 
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Diversity and Equity 
 

The SmartSat CRC is building a culture of advancement of diversity and inclusion which is a high priority in all of 
our  activities. We believe strongly that diversity and inclusion is critically important to the success of  our CRC culture 
and thus it is the responsibility everyone within the CRC but also we will do our best to affect change and improve di-
versity & inclusion outcomes of the whole of the space industry. 
 

Examples of the demonstration of Diversity & Inclusion will include supporting career development of our female re-
searchers, recruiting those from culturally and age diverse groups, minimising the use of short-term contracts and en-
couraging flexible work practices.  
 

The Committee will be a subcommittee of the SmartSat CRC Executive until the establishment of the Board at which 
time it will become a subcommittee of the SmartSat CRC Board. 
 

An Interim Diversity & Equity Committee held meetings on the 4th June and the 3rd of July and has commenced the 

diversity & inclusion planning process.  The current committee members are:  

 Prof Anna Moore (ANU) 
 Dr Sarah Pearce (CSIRO) 
 Ms Eva Rodriguez (FSI) 
 Dr Peter Woodgate (Chair of the SmartSat CRC) 
 Mr Peter Nikoloff (Nova Group) and 
 Prof Andy Koronios (CEO-Designate & Chair of the Diversity & Inclusion Committee) 
 

We would like to expand the size of this initial Committee by including an additional 2-3 members and would be  
delighted to receive nominations from the SmartSat Community.  
Please direct your nominations to Ms Emily White at Emily.White@unisa.edu.au. 

Operational Matters 
 During the first week of July, the draft Participants Agreement and Constitution, was circulated to the 20 Core  

Participants of the SmartSat CRC; an important milestone in the SmartSat CRC establishment process.  It is expected 
that the Supporting Participants Agreement, which will be a bilateral agreement between the SmartSat CRC Ltd and 
approx. 40 Supporting Participants, will be circulated later in the week commencing 8th July.  This will also be a draft for 
their review. 

 

 Negotiations with the Commonwealth, regarding some of the Commonwealth Funding Agreement clauses, have now 
concluded allowing us to finalise the schedules to that agreement, ready for signing prior to the 25th September.   

 

 With the drafting and circulation of these head Agreements, we can now draw our attention to the next important set 
of documents, relating to the project formulation and approval processes focussing on the development of guidance 
and templates for Project Proposals and Project Agreements.  It is our vision that we’ll make these proposal templates 
available in the coming weeks to allow participants to start proposal formulation.  The documents will guide Participants 
on expectations and requirements, including who they are best to make initial contact with to discuss opportunities. 

 

 Advances have also been made with the formal establishment of the SmartSat CRC Ltd company, which should be  
completed by the end of July.  Shortly after, an application to the ACNC for our charitable status will be made, and we’ll   
establish the currently named Australian Space Industry Start-up Company (ASISC), that will be a Core Participant in the 
CRC, as the main mechanism for engagement and communication with many start-up companies interested in the 
SmartSat CRC activities.  At this time, we are working towards ASISC being a Pty Ltd company, wholly owned by 
SmartSat CRC Ltd. 

 

 With the vision of having the SmartSat CRC Ltd up and running by the end of July, we are also engaging various other 
service providers, including: Financial institutions, Insurance brokers, Tax advisors, IT, Website, and Project  
Management groups, to ensure we can support the organisations efficient operations as soon as we have the Agree-
ments in place and can formally commence operations.    

mailto:Emily.White@unisa.edu.au
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The SmartSat CRC supports ‘Women in Innovation’ 
 

On 24 May, Women in Innovation (a group of community volunteer  
professionals striving to elevate South Australia's innovative women) hosted 
an inspiring event, sponsored by the University of South Australia.  
 

It provided a forum to discover what opportunities the space industry brings 
to South Australia, exploring topics including R&D, entrepreneur  
development, defence, space debris and satellite technologies such as the 
Internet of Things. 
 

A lively panel discussion was convened by Mr Nicola Sasanelli,  
Director: South Australian Space Industry Centre, and comprised of: 
 

 Flavia Tata Nardini, 
Co-Founder and CEO Fleet Space Technologies 
 

 Dr Alice Gorman, 
Space Archaeologist Space Debris, Flinders University 
 

 Professor Andy Koronios, 
SmartSat CRC: CEO Designate 

Inspiring commentary amongst the panel about opportunities within the space industry. 

SmartSat CRC Development & Outreach  

Optus HQ, Security Operations Centre and Satellite Facility tour - 18 June 

As one of Australia’s leading satellite operators, Optus  
Satellite strives to innovate and develop satellite  
communications across Australasia and to expand Optus’ 
core business to deliver integrated  technologies and  
services that benefit customers and businesses, including in 
remote and rural communities. 
 
Optus Satellite owns the largest domestic satellite fleet in 
Australasia, has world-class teleport infrastructure and holds 
an impressive 30-year history servicing Australia and New 
Zealand. 
 
Andy Koronios, SmartSat CRC CEO- Designate, recently  
visited the Optus Belrose primary satellite facility, which  
included an in-depth tour of the building, launching and  
flying of satellites; to the design, implementation and  
operation of complex broadcast and data networks.      
 
continued page 7. 

left to right: Naveen Chilamkurti, Stephen Byrnes, Andy Koronios, Nick Miller and Nick Leake. 
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Promoting our Partners 
SCISYS Deutschland continue to make global news, through their long-standing expertise in satellite operation, 
ground segment and advanced technologies. SCISYS, one of the first technology partners to join the SmartSat CRC, 
is developing the next-generation of trusted artificial-intelligence algorithms and advanced mission-control-centre 
solutions.   

 
In Australia they have spread across various locations and high volume of workforce and AU citizens working with us. Their continued  

ambition is being recognised with CGI (Consultants for Government & Industry) now making cash offers to merge its operations with those 
of SCISYS, providing opportunity to further expand industry depth in space, defense, government and media in the UK and Germany.  
 
CGI currently generates about $11.5 Billion revenue, with more than 77,000 employees, 40 global locations and has a strong presence,  
including Australia.   

left to right: Craig Priest (UniSA); Koukou Suu (ULVAC); Kimihiko 
Imura (ULVAC); Peter Nikoloff (SmartSat); Nicola Sasanelli 

(SmartSat); Andy Koronios (SmartSat) 

Invitation to promote your organisation within our Newsletter! If you have any news that you would like to share with 
the  SmartSat CRC community, please send your company profile and content to Emily.White@unisa.edu.au.  

 

The SmartSat CRC was pleased to have discussions with senior members of 
ULVCAC, CEO Dr Koukou Suu and Mr Kimihiko Imura, Global Market & Tech-
nology Strategy Division. ULVAC joined the SmartSat CRC as a core partner in 
January 2019, building on the already well-established strategic partnership 
between ULVAC and UniSA. 

ULVAC, headquartered in Japan, is committed to creating new value by pursu-
ing cutting-edge innovation for vacuum technologies, working hand-in-hand 
with manufacturers in a wide range of industries to deliver products that are 
not only liquid-crystal flat-panel displays, semiconductors, and  electronic 
components, but also the types of machinery used in the automotive, food, 
pharmaceutical, and other general industries. 
 
ULVAC responds to ongoing changes dynamically and harnesses new business 
opportunities by leveraging their collective strength and capacity for innova-
tion to swiftly cater for a variety of customer needs. In doing so, they aspire to 
drive industrial and scientific advancements to facilitate a flourishing future. 
 
ULVAC visited Australia to attend the Research Program Workshops held in 
both Brisbane and Sydney, where a celebratory group lunch was enjoyed in 
recognition of the ongoing partnership. 

 continued from page 6  
The Optus tour had three key areas of opportunities for Optus and the SmartSat CRC: 

1. Advanced Satellite Communications – including Payloads and how Optus Satellite are focussed on Software Defined Payloads for its 
proposed 2022 next satellite launch. 

2. Earth Observation – how Optus can be involved with experimental hosted payloads or management of Micro Geo Satellite designs and 
launch. 

3. Building a coordinated R&D function in Australia - how SmartSat CRC, CSIRO and Space Agency can cooperate with the satellite  
     industry to the benefit of Australia. 

 

The tour also included how technology is changing from an RF perspective in more agile equipment; how platforms have more capability; 
how the Teleport has been virtualised using Cloud based application & VM’s incorporating AI and ML. 
The SmartSat CRC will connect with Optus’ existing investments into R&D, including Optus’ primary membership of the Cyber Security CRC 
and their strategic partnership with La Trobe University. Optus’ Cyber Chair at La Trobe University, Professor Jill Slay AM, who is the  
Executive Director of the Optus La Trobe Cyber Security Research Hub, will also be one of the four Program Directors leading the SmartSat 
CRC research programs. 
 

The next phase of partnership includes a workshop between SmartSat CRC and Optus Satellite to outline further opportunities, beginning 
with Phased Array Transmit Receive Ground Stations and cost effective consumer antennas. 

mailto:Emily.White@unisa.edu.au
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Events 

33RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
ON SMALL SATELLITES 
 
Date: 3 - 8 Aug 2019  
Location: Utah, USA 

SPACE TECH EXPO EUROPE 
(free event) 
 
Date: 19 - 21 Aug 2019 
Location: Bremen, Germany 

7TH INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON SCIENTIFIC and 
FUNDMENTAL ASPECTS OF GNSS 
 

Date: 4 - 6 Sep 2019 
Location: Zurich, Switzerland 

19TH AUSTRALIAN SPACE 
RESEARCH CONFERENCE (ASRC) 
incl SPACE FORUM (30 Sep) 
 

Date: 30 Sep - 2 Oct 2019 
Location: Adelaide, South Australia 

70TH INTERNATIONAL 
ASTRONAUTICAL CONGRESS 
 
Date: 21–25 Oct 2019 
Location: Washington, D.C. USA 

11TH EUROPEAN CUBESAT  
SYMPOSIUM 
 
Date: 11 - 13 Sep 2019 
Location: Luxemborg 

37TH INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNICATIONS SATELITE 
SYSTEMS CONFERENCE (ICSSC) 
 
 

Date: 29 Oct – 1 Nov 2019 
Location: Okinawa, Japan 

Other  

SmartSat CRC Newsletter editors: Emily White, Helen Loudis.  

SmartSat CRC Events (open to CRC members only) 

ADVANCED COMMUNICATIONS 
by invitation from Optus 
 
Date: 25 July 2019 
Location: Belrose, NSW 

EDUCATION & TRAINING COLLEGE 
WORKSHOP 
 

Date: Tuesday 23 July 2019 
Time: 1:00 -3 :00pm (Adelaide ACST) 

SPACE 2.0 CSIRO WORKSHOP  
 
Date: 15—16th Aug 2019  
Location: Brisbane, QLD 


